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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR

“What is it that you do that over the last 5-10 years has changed your life and the life of your congregation?”  That was the question that Diana Butler Bass asked members of 50 congregations which had been identified as vital (vibrant, alive), growing churches. While in the states Kathi and I attended a conference at which she was the keynote speaker.   Her research was designed to discover the spiritual practices that had really changed or influenced these Christian people.  In her book, Christianity for the Rest of Us, she lists 10 practices that were consistently listed as important.  At our conference she highlighted the top three practices.  

Before I mention the three practices, I should note that she found that there were vital churches of all sizes, styles, denominations, classes and races. Some were “high-church,” others were very informal.  Music styles varied from classical to jazz to meditative to rock.  She did not find a neat little formula that would work for all churches in all places.  What seemed more important was that these congregations and their members were intentional in asking the question, “What is God calling us/me to do and to be?” The intentionality and the dedication to seeking to grow as disciples of Christ seemed to be a key factor.

With that in mind, let me now give you the top three practices she found from her interviews—Theological Reflection, Hospitality and Embracing Diversity. I want to finish this article by focusing on the item mentioned the most, what she called “Theological Reflection.”  People that were growing in their faith in these vital congregations were not afraid to ask questions, to study and to seek.  This reflection came through many means--typical Bible study groups, sermon reflection groups, groups studying the lectionary, topical studies, book reflection groups, prayer support groups, forums, sermons.  The growth seemed to be tied to intentionally seeking to make ones faith relevant to life.  In her book she writes, “theological reflection is a way of seeing the world, of being able to imagine life in relationship to God’s story, of linking the intellectual content of faith to its everyday practice.” (p.187, Christianity for the Rest of Us.)  

The style of study was not regurgitating pat responses or simply memorizing the “right” answers.  These Christians were learning to think theologically for themselves.  They did not go to a study to hear “the Christian answer.”  They were engaging the Bible and life in a way that allowed them to interact with the Biblical story. They were attempting to connect “heart and head, spirit and intellect, tradition and questioning.” (p.188) As one man said to Butler Bass, “God didn’t ask us to check our intellect in the parking lot went we drove in and the service started.” (p.191)

In some ways this finding was a bit counter to what is often presented today.  Many assume that people go to church to be told what to believe and do. Some people perhaps do ask theological questions assuming that there is a simple answer.  And certainly there are questions that have simple answers—How many books of the Bible are there?  Who was Jesus mother? And I do believe it is OK to start with the simple basic answers. But when one is asking questions about the nature of God’s role in the world, about how to live one’s faith in the 21st century or what one is being called to do now, then any answer that is too pat is probably missing a great deal.

I certainly identify with what she found here.  My goal as a pastor is not to give you all the answers (I do not have them all), but to allow you to develop the tools so that you can wrestle with the Biblical text and listen to God’s Spirit yourself.  This does not mean anything goes of course. Yet, I think it does reflect the way Jesus himself taught.  Jesus most often told stories, stories that challenged and expanded the hearer’s ideas about God (interestingly often stories about God’s hospitality and willingness to embrace diversity—see above).  These stories from Jesus about God’s love and reign help us to encounter and share the love of God in experiential ways, not just with facts and figures.  The goal of theological reflection ultimately is to allow God to transform us into the people we are called to be.

  So what is it that you are doing to continue to grow in your faith and to discover what God is calling you to do and to be in 2008 and beyond?

David Bubb
IN THE DEEP MIDWINTER…

Yes, it’s cold outside, but we have some activities planned to warm you up!

Wednesday, July 16
9:00am

All-Church Hike
We will meet at the church and travel together to a hiking spot near the city. All abilities are welcome – we will have two different hikes – a shorter, easier one and a longer, harder one. Sign up in the church office!!

Friday, July 18
7:00 – 10:00pm

All-Church Potluck

Bring a dish and join together with church attenders old and new as we celebrate our pastor David’s 50th birthday in the church hall!! No gifts, please – bring food to share and your beverage of choice as we gather for fun and fellowship. Dessert is provided!

Saturday, August 9
9:30am – Noon

Parental Parameters: Helping Families Set Boundaries
Parents (and grandparents) are invited to come for advice and sharing about setting boundaries for children (see article). Childcare available at the church.

Saturday, August 30
  7:30pm

International Dinner

The menu is still in the planning stage, but you KNOW it will be good!! Plan to join us for a fun evening of great food, learning and conversation.
Planning ahead – Put October 17 – 19 on your calendar for the All-Church Retreat.

___________________________

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Here at SCC we have two programs for our older children/youth:

TP Club – For our third to fifth graders; this group meets on the third Sunday of the month after church (12:15 – 3:00pm) for lunch, games and activities. Bring $2.000 for lunch. The next one is on July 20.
Cross Connections – For our sixth to ninth graders; this group also meet on the third Sunday of the month after church (12:15 – 3:00pm) for lunch, games and activities. In addition, Cross Connections will meet once a month in a Friday or Saturday night, for dinner, activities and conversation. The next one is July 20, then August 8. 

SCRIPTURE VERSES

July – Colossians 3:12 - Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

August – Psalm 51:10 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
September – John 15:16a  - You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last.
Be sure to post the verse where you see it daily. Say it together with family members at prayers, meals, etc.  Memorize the location of the verse in the Bible, as well.
___________________________________

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Births:

15.05.08 John Lowe Newbold Labarca

Son of James and Andrea

Funerals: 

22.03.08 Irene Martindale

31.03.08 Raquel González Pereira de Richmond

06.04.08 Evelyn McDowall Mackay

17.04.08 Edna Pacien O’Neill

26.05.08 Leslie G. Wilson Wood

17.05.08 Diana Scott Jackson de Tacchi

14.06.08 Katherine “Kitty” Haynes Bathgate de Caralps

28.06.2008 
Thomas Edmund Dowd Budd
28.06.2009 
Margaret Stitt de Sheppard

Farewells:
Don and Cathy McCumber    

To La Pax, Bolivia

Paul, Sophie, Hal, Mina and Luz Wollocombe
To England

Katie Sauer
Back to United States

Prayer Concerns:
Anne Ollett

Benjamin Rios (upcoming surgery)

Bertie Miranda

QUOTE
“A happy life is a life for others.”




Henri Nouwen

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Our children have been studying about Joseph from the Old Testament, and are beginning a one-month focus on worship.  We will look at three parts of worship – gathering for praise, listening to God’s word and going out to the world to serve. The children will be in worship on July 20.

In August the children will spend three weeks on the Ten Commandments. One of the songs they will be learning is a version of the Ten Commandments, sung to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:


No other gods, no idols,


Don’t misuse God’s name.


Keep the Sabbath holy, 


That’s God’s special day – hey!


Honor your mother and father.


Don’t murder, lust or steal.


Don’t tell lies, don’t envy.


That is God’s great deal – hey!

We will offer just three classes during July (due to school holidays), but will be back to five classes starting in August.

___________________________________

PARENTAL PARAMETERS:

HELPING FAMILILES BUILD BOUNDARIES

“Children don’t come with how-to manuals. Parents are often at the mercy of trial and error in regard to their parenting techniques. 

Since both children and parents are individuals, these techniques must constantly be tailored and updated based on both personality and age appropriateness. But, the one compulsory parenting technique that must be present from toddler-hood to adulthood is the setting of boundaries.

Boundaries are the foundation for raising a well-mannered and confident child that will grow into a well-mannered and confident adult. The mastery of setting age appropriate boundaries will go a very long way in making family life a much happier experience for everyone.” (Lorelei McCollough, www.familymatters.tv) 

Join us on Saturday August 9 for a conversation about what it means to and how to go about setting boundaries for our children. 

WINTER HOLIDAYS

Some changes have been made in the last few years regarding Chilean holidays. Please mark the following on your calendars:

Wednesday, July 16
Virgen del Carmen


(replaces Corpus Cristi)

Friday, August 15
Assumption of Mary


(a feast day in the Catholic Church


celebrating the belief that Mary was

assumed or ascended, body and

soul, into heaven)

___________________________________

ACOLYTE PROGRAM

We began our acolyte program a year and a half ago in Advent, where children between the ages of 8 and 15 are invited to serve as Acolytes on Sunday mornings. The acolytes bring the flame into worship at the beginning of the service (symbolizing the light of Christ) and light the candles. At the end of the service the acolyte carries the light out, reminding us that we are to take the light of Christ out into the world. This is another way we can include children in the life of our congregation. 

Acolytes are taking a break for July, but will resume again in August. If your child is in third grade or older and would like to serve as an acolyte, please contact the church office. 

___________________________________

COOKIE TIME

You are invited to sign up to bring 10 – 12 dozen cookies (homemade or store-bought) one Sunday for the congregation to enjoy together after worship with a cup of juice, coffee or tea (those are provided!!). Please see the chart in the sanctuary, or call the church office to sign up for your Sunday.
QUOTE 

“The test of any spiritual practice is not “does it make me feel closer to God?” but rather “does it give God a chance to shape me more into a person who lives as Christ did?” 





Kristine Haig

PROPERTY ISSUES

Thanks to the Ladies Guild for the new cushions in our church. They are so comfortable! The old cushions have been donated to small churches and schools in the Santiago area. Recent work was done on leaks in the roof of the Sunday School classrooms as well as the vicarage/manse/pastor’s house.

FROM OUR COUNCIL CHAIR

It has been extremely encouraging to watch the church grow in attendance over the past five years and especially the dramatic increase in the number of children. Obviously there is a need in the community for Sunday school teaching that we have been able to satisfy.

At the same time our church community has been steadily changing becoming more international and more transient. We incorporated “international, interdenominational” as part of our mission statement because this is also a portion of the community that we believe we are called upon to serve.

Unfortunately, despite the increase in attendance, we have seen a reduction in the number and total value of pledges with overall income from pledges and offerings falling further behind inflation. In recent years we have been fortunate to receive monetary gifts and investment income that have brought us closer to balancing our budgets but this is not something we can rely on. Our commitment as a church is to give 10% of all we receive to those less fortunate than ourselves; that is, we tithe in the scriptural model because we believe that this is what we are called upon to do. This year the difference between our income and normal expenditure was just under $7mn at the end of May.

We rely on the Lord for many things but I believe that he requires us to deal with the mundane. In a period of rising inflation and financial uncertainty we are all, understandably, more circumspect with the use of our financial resources however I would like you to consider the gifts that God has given us and then reflect on your level of financial contribution to SCC. My God guide you in your deliberations.

Yours in Christ,

Victor Hawkins

Chairman of Council
FINANCIAL UPDATE
Total pledged: $ 47.786.990
Total received: $23.457.000  (as of June 30)

Income vs. Expenditure 2008 (as of May 31)
Income:
 $ 26.053.646  
Expenditure: 
 $ 32.488.061  
Deficit 
$   6.434.415
___________________________________

OUTREACH

We recently collected money to support those affected by the earthquake in China, the cyclone in Myanmar and the volcano in Chaiten. $833.333 pesos were given towards each of these disasters. For China and Myanmar, the money was sent through the Salvation Army. For Chaiten, the money was sent through Fundacion Patagonia Sur (one of the directors is our own Steve Reifenberg). The money will be used to help clean up the town of Futaluefu. Thanks to all who contributed.

We hope to have another Habitat for Humanity build sometime in August. This is an opportunity for us to help provide decent housing for a low-income family. No previous building experience required! Contact David Madison for more info.
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